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1 PM- 3 PM
JD 1568

Aug 16, 2018



• Welcome and Information Items – Ramesh
– Introduction of new team members
– 2018 Excelencia recognition
– External Advisory Committee Meeting – June 7th
– CSU system wide grantee meeting at CSULB – Jun 

18th/19th
– Meetings calendar for fall 2018
– MPR Deadline for Aug 2018 – Sep 6th 

• Project Assessment and Evaluation – Nathan
• Schedule and timelines for Year 2 APR

AGENDA
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• CSUN Faculty & Staff
– Prof. Kyle Dewey (Computer Science)
– Prof. Tzong-Ying (Kay) Hao (Civil Engr.)
– Prof. Aram Khachatourians (Mech. Engr.)
– Mr. Deazell Johnson (CECS SSC)

New team members
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2018 Finalist for Examples of 
Excelencia
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• Summary of External Advisory Committee meeting
• Held on June 7th from 12 Noon – 3 PM
• Attendees: Rupa Dachere, Vaughn Cable, Sunand 

Bhattacharya, Linda Friedman, Roslyn Soto, Neal Gaborno
• Feedback:

– Opportunities for students to participate in conferences in the Bay 
Area

– Publicize successes widely with partners and community
– Industry sponsored internships
– Sustainability of the program/services past grant lifetime

AGENDA
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• Panelists
Ramesh Amy Mary

CSU STEM Summit Panel

06/19/18 CSU STEM Summit Panel Discussion 10

Director and Lead PI AIMS2

Professor of ECE
CSU, Northridge

s.ramesh@csun.edu

Director, MESA Program
College of the Canyons

amy.foote@canyons.edu

Dean, Student Learning
Moorpark College

Mrees@vcccd.edu

mailto:s.ramesh@csun.edu
mailto:amy.foote@canyons.edu
mailto:Mrees@vcccd.edu
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Aug 16, 2018
• Sep 20, 2018
• Oct 18, 2018 (Canceled)
• Nov 08, 2018
• Dec 13, 2018
Monthly meetings above are scheduled from 1 PM – 3 PM  
in JD 1568.
* AIMS2 Orientation Aug 31, 2018 (ExL Commons) 2-4 PM
* Research Symposium Sep 11, 2018 (Grand Salon) 3-7 PM

Meeting Calendar for Fall 2018
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And in closing..
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Year 1 APR submitted to meet July 25th deadline 
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• Project Activities – Updates from CC Project Partners
– Moorpark College – Scarlet Relle
– LA Pierce College – Elizabeth Cheung 
– Glendale Community College – Chris Herwerth, Scott 

Rubke, Marisela Canela, Freddy Saucedo
– College of the Canyons – Amy Foote

AGENDA
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• Moorpark College – Scarlet Relle
– We will be recruiting new students into our cohort; 
– I am holding a pre-semester math review sessions for our Statics and Strength 

of Materials course next Wednesday and Thursday (there are some AIMS 
students in the course – so this will be for everyone)

– We are expanding our engineering program by offering Certificates of 
Achievement in CAD and Mechatronics engineering. This summer I finished 
creating 3 new courses for the CAD Certificate, currently I am in the process of 
writing a new course in Electronics for the Mechatronics Certificate.  We are 
hoping to get all these new courses certified this Fall.  These certifications, we 
are hoping,  will provide another avenue for all students – AIMS and otherwise 
– to be able to get high wage jobs or internships while going to school.

– We are also happy to report that we hired one of your adjunct faculty, Jenny Li, 
as a full-time professor at Moorpark!  Next week I will be meeting with her to 
help her get up to speed, but she is starting with us now full time.

AGENDA
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• Peer Mentoring Program – Ramesh
• Summer 2018 workshops – Ramesh and Jimmy
Action Items
• Status of cohort recruitment (FTF-3 and FTT-3)
• New cohort orientation – August 31st 
• Assignment of students by faculty from Cohorts 1, 2, and 3
• Plans for 4th annual Research Symposium – Sep 11th 
• Adjourn

ACTION ITEMS
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Nominees for Peer Mentors
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Faculty Mentor Peer Mentor
A. Alroomi Alireza Bahmanadi
A. Alroomi Alexis Sierra
A. Amini Cristian Mendoza
B. Bavarian Verania Ceja Franco
B. Bavarian Jayshawna Jones
B. Bavarian Ismael Pablo
B. Li Kerstern Malama
B. Osorno Joshua Galeno
D. Boyajian
J. Gandhi Henry Reed
J. Gandhi Christina Seeholzer
J. Valdovinos Omar Vargas
J. Valdovinos Alan Cruz
R. Jia Hareth Abdalkarim
T. Zirakian
V. Pournaghshband Camrynn Robles-Dilley
V. Pournaghshband Anthony Ortiz
V. Nandikolla
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		AIMS2 Peer Mentor Nominees



		Faculty Mentor		Peer Mentor

		A. Alroomi		Alireza Bahmanadi		109554859

		A. Alroomi		Alexis Sierra		109264062

		A. Amini		Cristian Mendoza		109184034

		B. Bavarian		Verania Ceja Franco		109487168

		B. Bavarian		Jayshawna Jones		109056920

		B. Bavarian		Ismael Pablo		104768584

		B. Li		Kerstern Malama		108644417

		B. Osorno		Joshua Galeno		105461601

		D. Boyajian

		J. Gandhi		Henry Reed		109257159

		J. Gandhi		Christina Seeholzer		101732551

		J. Valdovinos		Omar Vargas		108850051

		J. Valdovinos		Alan Cruz		109434765

		R. Jia		Hareth Abdalkarim		105197610

		T. Zirakian

		V. Pournaghshband		Camrynn Robles-Dilley		109687693

		V. Pournaghshband		Anthony Ortiz		107312489

		V. Nandikolla









Peer Mentors
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Hareth Abdalkarim Electrical Engineering
Alireza Bahmanabadi Construction Management 
Alan Cruz Mechanical Engineering 
Joshua Galeno Electrical Engineering
Jayshawna Jones Manufacturing Systems Engr
Kerstern Malama Manufacturing Systems Engr
Cristian Mendoza Electrical Engineering
Anthony Ortiz Electrical Engineering
Henry Reed Computer Science
Tina Seeholzer Mechanical Enginering
Alexis Sierra Civil Engineering
Omar Vargas Electrical Engineering
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								Bridging the Gap - AIMS 2.0 Peer Mentor Nominees Summer 2018

				Research Assistant		contract received		First Name 		Last Name 		CSUN SID		Cohort		Gender		CSUN email		Major 		Phone Number 

		1		X		X		Hareth		Abdalkarim		105197610		T-1		Male		hareth.abdulkareem.635@my.csun.edu		Electrical Engineering		(818) 675-3162		confirmed

		2		X		X		Alireza		Bahmanabadi		109554859		T-2		Male		alireza.bahmanabadi.534@my.csun.edu		Construction Management 		(818)271-7159		confirmed

		3				X		Alan		Cruz		109434765		F-2		Male		alan.cruz.758@my.csun.edu 		Mechanical Engineering 		(213)446-2717

		4		X		X		Joshua		Galeno		105461601		T-1		Male		joshua.galeno.556@my.csun.edu		Electrical Engineering		(559)750-7301		confirmed

		5		X		X		Jayshawna		Jones		109056920		T-1		Female		jayshawna.jones.413@my.csun.edu		Manufacturing Systems Engr		(323) 608-9806

		6		X		X		Kerstern		Malama		108644417		T-1		Female		kerstern.malama.693@my.csun.edu		Manufacturing Systems Engr		(310) 913-6111		confirmed

		7		X		X		Cristian		Mendoza		109184034		T-2		Male		cristian.mendoza.80@my.csun.edu		Electrical Engineering		(818) 748-5423		confirmed

		8		X		X		Anthony		Ortiz		107312489		T-2		Male		anthony.ortiz.407@my.csun.edu		Electrical Engineering		(323)770-6171		confirmed

		9						Ismael		Pablo		104768584		T-2		Male		ismael.pablo.765@my.csun.edu		Electrical Engineering		(213)399-6435

		10		X		X		Henry		Reed		109257159		F-2		Male		henry.reed.197@my.csun.edu		Computer Science		818/876-2274		confirmed

		11		X		X		Tina		Seeholzer		101732551		T-2		Female		christina.seeholzer.93@my.csun.edu		Mechanical Enginering		(818) 807-0803

		12		X		X		Alexis 		Sierra 		109264062		F-2		Male		alexis.sierra.287@my.csun.edu		Civil Engineering		(818)519-2425		confirmed

		13		X		X		Omar		Vargas		108850051		T-1		Male		omar.vargas.645@my.csun.edu		Electrical Engineering		(661)644-2971		confirmed
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• Mentors recruited in June (including peer and alumni mentors)
• Peer Mentor contracts signed (by paid peer mentors)
• Training completed in July
• Peer Mentors supported summer workshops as chaperones for 

lab tours and FTF Design Competition
• Email invitation sent to mentees in Cohorts 1 and 2 
• Matching in progress to connect mentors and mentees
• Conversations ongoing
• Issues are flagged for intervention

Activities planned for fall 2018
• Expand mentee pool to include FTF-3 and FTT-3
• Group meetings with Peer Mentors to debrief on general issues 

faced by cohort

Peer Mentoring Program
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Hi Stacey,
This is an automatic message letting you know about flags from 
AIMS2 mentor’s (mentor) session with AIMS2 Student (student). 

AIMS2 Student email:
AIMS2 Mentor email:

Flag reported on 08/11/2018

Categories of flag: Academic struggles
Response to follow-up question: My mentee is struggling with math 
courses.
To learn about where these flags come from, please see this 
document.

Typical information for follow up

08/16/18 AIMS(HSI-STEM Grant) Meeting # 66 26
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• Peer Mentoring Program – Ramesh
• Summer 2018 workshops – Ramesh and Jimmy
Action Items
• Status of cohort recruitment (FTF-3 and FTT-3)
• New cohort orientation – August 31st 
• Assignment of students by faculty from Cohorts 1, 2, and 3
• Plans for 4th annual Research Symposium – Sep 11th 
• Adjourn

ACTION ITEMS
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Welcome to the Summer Skills Workshop

Summer Skills Workshop
•AIMS2 Cohort: Photo Courtesy Armando

28

JD  1568
2 PM – 4PM
Nov 14, 2013

Jul 2018

S. K. Ramesh, Ph.D.
Project Director and Lead PI of the AIMS2 Program
Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering



Jul 2018 29



Jul 2018 30



• Kathleen Pohl, Jimmy Gandhi, 
Susan Belgrad, Behzad Bavarian, 
Nazaret Dermendjian, Cindy Cruz, 
Bruno Osorno, Deazell Johnson, 
Matt Leitao, Aram Khachatourians, 
John Valdovinos, Kyle Dewey, 
Tadeh Zirakhian, Sembiam 
Rengarajan, Rick Covington, Bob 
Ryan, Ian Pohl, Armando Tellez, 
Yolanda Barrett, Nathan Durdella, 
Christina Mayberry and Library 
Staff.

Special thanks to all the faculty, staff, and peer mentors
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Summer 2018 Workshop Images
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Summer Workshop Statistics
SESSION Dates Registered Attended %
Freshmen –
Session 1

July 23 - 25 61 19 31

Freshmen –
Session 2

July 30 – Aug 1 59 35 59

Transfers –
Session 1

July 27-28 23 12 52

Transfers –
Session 2

Aug 2 - 3 35 17 49

Overall 178 83 47

33Jul 2018

Estimated total cost for two weeks – Approximately $ 30 K



• Peer Mentoring Program – Ramesh
• Summer 2018 workshops – Ramesh and Jimmy
• Action Items
• Status of cohort recruitment (FTF-3 and FTT-3)
• New cohort orientation – August 31st 
• Assignment of students by faculty from Cohorts 1, 2, and 3
• Plans for 4th annual Research Symposium – Sep 11th 
• Adjourn

ACTION ITEMS
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• Status of cohort recruitment (FTF-3 and FTT-3)
• List of FTF and FTT with 1,280 students received mid-July
• Approximately 1,000 met minimum eligibility criteria and 

were invited to complete an online application
• We received 68 applications from FTF and 39 applications 

from FTT
• Based on my review I am recommending that we invite 43 

FTF and 39 FTT to join the program
• They will join the 79 students remaining from Cohorts 1 

and 2, for a total of 161 students effective fall 2018
.

ACTION ITEMS
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• New cohort orientation – August 31st 
• Where: Extended University Commons
• When: August 31st,  2 PM – 4 PM
• Who : All FTF-3 and FTT-3 students, Faculty, Staff, Peer 

Mentors
• What: Overview of program, services, and expectations, 

Announcement of groups, Cohort student contracts

ACTION ITEMS
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• Assignment of students by faculty from Cohorts 1, 2, and 3
• If you are a continuing faculty mentor you can expect that 

returning students in your group from Cohorts 1 and 2 will 
continue with you in the coming year. 

• In addition you can each expect 7-8 new students from FTF-
3 and FTT-3, for a total of approx. 15/group per faculty.

• If you are a new faculty mentor you can expect a total of  
15/group primarily from FTF-3 and FTT-3. For those 
inheriting a group from a previous faculty mentor the group 
size will be adjusted accordingly so you have a total of 
approximately 15 students for your respective groups.

ACTION ITEMS
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• Peer Tutors and Research Assistants for fall 2018
• Review list of spring 2018 peer tutors and inform 

Stacey/Deazell of any changes updates ASAP
http://www.ecs.csun.edu/aims2/student-resources/peer-tutors-
spring-2018/
• Submit Research Project Abstracts for work to be 

performed during Fall 2018 – Spring 2019 (deadline 
August 31, 2018)

http://www.ecs.csun.edu/aims2/student-resources/research-
internships/

ACTION ITEMS

08/16/18 AIMS(HSI-STEM Grant) Meeting # 66 41

http://www.ecs.csun.edu/aims2/student-resources/peer-tutors-spring-2018/
http://www.ecs.csun.edu/aims2/student-resources/research-internships/


• Peer Mentoring Program – Ramesh
• Summer 2018 workshops – Ramesh and Jimmy
• Action Items
• Status of cohort recruitment (FTF-3 and FTT-3)
• New cohort orientation – August 31st 
• Assignment of students by faculty from Cohorts 1, 2, and 3
• Plans for 4th annual Research Symposium – Sep 11th 
• Adjourn

ACTION ITEMS
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• 3 PM – 4 PM Poster Session 
• 4 PM – 7 PM Presentations
• Audience: All cohort students from CSUN and partner 

campuses, their families, faculty, staff, students from CSUN and 
CCC partners 

• By now you should have shared the templates for posters and 
oral presentations w/students so they are prepared.

• Practice to stay within time limits (10 mins)
• Mentors introduce their students/project (2 mins or less) and 

moderate Q&A (3 mins or less)
• PrinPosters (please work w/Stacey/Deazell)

Research Symposium
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ACTION ITEMS
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