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Date: June 19th - June 23rd 2017

Welcome to Engineering/Computer Science/Computer Information Technology,

This skills workshop is specially designed to address any concerns you might have 
about becoming an engineer. What is engineering? Why do you want to be an 

engineer? What does it mean to you? Learn to set goals with student goal exercises. 
Make more effective study plans. This workshop focuses on:

• Systems thinking
• Ethics in engineering

• Soft skills necessary for engineers 
• Team building skills and challenges 

• Work - life balance 
• Learning strategies 
• Class preparation 

• Research skills
• Identifying the resources you need to succeed in CECS.

It also includes:
• A tour of Jacaranda and Engineering Labs, including the senior design projects

• A Q&A Panel with students who have been successful in the field

• A tour of JPL

• Free lunch

• A Certificate of Completion 
at the end of the Workshop

• A $20 matamoney card 
for each student

The Saturday Workforce 
Develoment Academy prepares 
students to explore and under-
stand hands on skills needed in 
industry through pathways in 
Digital Manufacturing or Innova-
tion and Entrepreneurship -- thus 
providing a competitive advan-
tage for those students by virtue 
of becoming well trained and 
skilled individuals. 

Open to high school students 
(sophomores or juniors) 
interested in understanding 
today's changing needs and 
requirements of industry 

DATES: September 19, 2015
to November 7, 2015
(8 consecutive Saturdays)
TIME: 9 AM to 12:00 PM
LOCATION: California State 
University, Northridge

Dates for Sessions 2 & 3
Session 2: January 23, 2016
to March 12, 2016
Session 3: April 2, 2016 to May 
21, 2016

Please note that the Saturday Academy 
has very limited openings available, so 
interested students are highly encouraged 
to apply for the program. Here is a brief 
overview about how students can apply 
for the Saturday Academy and how 
students will be selected for the program. 
You will need to have access to a 
computer in order to complete the 
application.

The following criteria will be used to 
select sudents for the Saturday Academy:

• Student Application
• Statement of Purpose from the student 
explaining why they are interested in the 
particular pathway chosen, what their 
career interests are, and what they hope 
to get out of this pathway (submitted 
online by the student.)
• Recommendation Letter from a 
teacher of your choice (to be submitted 
online, by your teacher.)

The application and teacher recommen-
dation are due no later than September 7, 
2015. No late applicants will be accepted 
into the program. For questions or 
additional information, please contact 
your counselor or teacher, or send an 
email to the following address.
Professor Jimmy Gandhi,
sj.gandhi@csun.edu

SESSION 1: DIGITAL 
MANUFACTURING PATHWAY

Students will learn the main 
concepts of engineering and 
mechanical design. The topics of 
this module include: introduction 
to engineering, the design 
process and it’s symbiotic steps, 
a forced innovation design 
mindset, fundamentals of 
orthographic projections, funda-
mentals of 3D solid modeling,
feature-based modeling, 
constraint-based modeling, 
associated modeling, and 
intelligent modeling. The
module includes lecture presenta-
tions, class discussions, hands-
on design exercises and team 
projects.

SESSION 1: INNOVATION AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
PATHWAY
• The 3 ws of entrepreneurs & 
understanding innovation. • The 
value of reasons for growth of
entrepreneurial ventures creative 
and critical thinking in entrepre-
neurship • Lifecycle of a startup 
and types of ventures • Sources 
of capital • Success factors and 
risks to consider • Know your 
customer • Overview of business 
plans 
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9:00 AM to 3:00 PM  June 19th - June 22nd
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM June 23rd 2017
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Schedule of  Events

10:45 AM - 12:15 PM
What is Engineering? 

Careers in Engineering

Monday
June 19th

Tuesday
June 20th

Wednesday
June 21st

Thursday
June 22nd

Friday
June 23rd

12:15 PM - 1:15 PM
Lunch

1:15 PM - 2:00 PM
Growth Mindset

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Focus Groups for 

Assessment of AIMS2 
Skills Workshop

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Campus Tour (including 
library and engineering 

labs)

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
Lunch

1:00 PM – 1:30 PM
Soft Skills

1:30 - 2:15 PM
Research Skills and Class 

Preparation Methods

2:15 - 3:00 PM
Resources at CSUN for 

Student Success

All Day

Visit at JPL (buses will 
leave from CSUN)

9:00 AM - 10:15 AM
Final Competition

10:15 AM - 10:30 AM
Students present their 

projects

10:45 AM - 11:00 AM
Competition Results to 

be declared

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM
How to stay connected 

during your �rst year

10:30 AM - 10:45 AM
Break

9:00 AM – 10:30 AM
Team Building Skills

10:30 AM - 10:45 AM
Break

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
Lunch

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
Ethics in Engineering

10:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Systems Thinking

2:30 PM - 3:00 PM
Introduction to 

Competition Projects

11:30 AM - 12:15 PM
Focus Groups from 

Students

12:15 PM - 1:00 PM
Closing Remarks, Lunch 

and Giveaways

9:00 AM - 9:30 AM
Welcome Remarks 

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Ice Breakers 

10:30 AM - 10:45 AM
Break
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9:00 AM to 3:00 PM  June 19th - June 22nd
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM June 23rd 2017
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Campus Tour Schedule for
Tuesday,  June 20,  2017 9:00 AM -  12:00 PM

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3

JD 1561 (Civil)
10:30 AM - 10:45 AM

JD 1570 (ECE)
10:30 AM - 10:45 AM

JD 1117 (Civil)
10:30 AM - 10:45 AM

JD 1570 (ECE)
10:45 AM - 11:00 AM

JD 1561 (Civil)
10:45 AM - 11:00 AM

JD 1130 (MSEM)
10:45 AM - 11:00 AM

JD 1130 (MSEM)
11:00 AM - 11:15 AM

JD 1602 (CS)
11:00 AM - 11:15 AM

JD 1608 (ME)
11:00 AM - 11:15 AM

JD 1117 (Civil)
11:15 AM - 11:30 AM

JD 1608 (ME)
11:15 AM - 11:30 AM

JD 1602 (CS)
11:15 AM - 11:30 AM

JD 1608 (ME)
11:15 AM - 11:30 AM

JD 1130 (MSEM)
11:30 AM - 11:45 AM

JD 1561 (Civil)
11:30 AM - 11:45 AM

JD 1602 (CS)
11:45 AM - 12:00 PM

JD 1117 (Civil)
11:45 AM - 12:00 PM

JD 1570 (ECE)
11:45 AM - 12:00 PM

9:05 AM - 9:15 AM (Walk from Jacaranda Hall to 
Oviatt Library)

8:45 AM - 9:00 AM Meet in JD 3516

10:15 AM - 10:25 AM (Walk from Oviatt Library back to
Jacaranda Hall)
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EMIL HENRY
Manager of Technical Services
818.677.3919
emil.henry@csun.edu

KATHLEEN POHL
Assistant to the Dean
818.677.4501
kpohl@csun.edu

STACEY SCHAAF
Office Manager, Student Services 
818.677.2191
stacey.schaaf@csun.edu

DR. S. K. RAMESH
Dean
818.677.4501
s.ramesh@csun.edu

DR. ROBERT RYAN
Associate Dean
818.677.2183
robert.ryan@csun.edu

DR. RICHARD COVINGTON
CS Chair
818.677.3398
cov@csun.edu
DR. NAZARET DERMENDJIAN
CECM Chair
818.677.2166
nazaret.dermendjian@csun.edu

DR. HAMID JOHARI
ME Chair
818.677.2187
hjohari@csun.edu
DR. GEORGE LAW
ECE Chair
818.677.2190
george.law@csun.edu
DR. AHMAD SARFARAZ
MSEM Chair
818.677.2167
sarfaraz@csun.edu

CINDY CRUZ
Graduation/Retention Advisor 
818.677.3173
cindy.cruz@csun.edu

DR. ANWAR ALROOMI
CECM
818.677.6975
anwar.alroomi@csun.edu

DR. BEHZAD BAVARIAN
MSEM
818.677.3917
bavarian@csun.edu

DR. SUSAN BELGRAD
Education
818.677.4901 (ED2102)
susan.belgrad@csun.edu

DR. BINGBING LI
MSEM
818.677.6229
bingbing.li@csun.edu

DR. NATHAN DURDELLA
Ed. Leadersip & Policy Studies
818.677.3316 (ED2234)
nathan.durdella@csun.edu

DR. VIBHAV DURGESH
ME
818.677.6229
vibhav.durgesh@csun.edu

DR. JIMMY GANDHI
MSEM
818.677.6157
sj.gandhi@csun.edu

TZONG-YING HAO
CECM
818.677.6974
tzong-ying.hao@csun.edu

DR. RUTING JIA
ECE
818.677.6967
ruting.jia@csun.edu

DR. VIDYA NANDIKOLLA
ME
818.677.7015
vidya.nandikolla@csun.edu

PROF. BRUNO OSORNO
ECE
818.677.3956
bruno@csun.edu

PROF. LISA REINER
MSEM
818.677.7746
lisa.r.reiner@csun.edu

PROF. STEVEN STEPANEK
CSU Faculty Trustee/CS Professor
818.677.2799
steven.stepanek@csun.edu
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JD4504- Dean’s Office
JD4507- Civil Engineering & Construction Mgmt (CECM)
JD4503- Computer Science (CS)
JD4509- Electrical & Computer Engineering (ECE)
JD4513- Mechanical Engineering (ME)
JD4510- Manufacturing Systems Engineering & Mgmt (MSEM)

AIMS2 Website:  www.ecs.csun.edu/aims2CECS Website:  www.csun.edu/ecs                        


