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Disclaimer
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•Supported by the AIMS2 Program and funded by the United 
States Department of Education FY 2016 Title III, Part F, 
Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSI) STEM and Articulation 
Program five-year grant, Award Number P031C160053, 
CFDA Number 84.031C. 
•However, the contents of this presentation do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the US Department of 
Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the 
Federal Government.

http://www.ecs.csun.edu/aims2


• Welcome and Introductions
• Project Faculty and Staff
• Cohort 4 students

• Overview of Program – Dr. Ramesh, Project Director
• Activities

• Research Projects for Cohort Students
• Cohort Meetings w/faculty mentors
• Tutoring/Peer Mentoring

• View AIMS2 Video for 2019 Examples of Excelencia Finalist
• Panel Discussion with Peer Mentors
• EMS Survey
• Open Forum

AGENDA
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Project Web Site

www.ecs.csun.edu/aims2
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Faculty and Staff from CSUN and partner Colleges

The AIMS2 Project team (2016-21)
Attract, Inspire, Mentor, and Support Students
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08/30/19

•Cohort based model
•Collaboration between CSUN and CCC’s
•High Transfer Achievement
•GPA, Persistence, and Graduation
•Served over 240 transfer students (approximately 67 
% Latino/a). 

For more information
Visit www.ecs.csun.edu/aims2
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AIMS2 Program – Nationally recognized
Funded by USDE : 2011-2016 ($ 5.5 M), 2016-2021 ($ 6 M)

JD  1568
2 PM – 4PM
Nov 14, 2013
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• To be eligible, STEM majors must be an individual who has faced or 
faces social, cultural educational or economic barriers to careers in 
STEM and be a US Citizen or Permanent Resident.

• Online application
• Enroll and complete a minimum of 24 units/year and pass all 

courses with grades of C or better
• All students eligible to receive bi-annual textbook awards of $ 500 (at 

the end of fall/spring semesters) upon meeting requirements
• Selected students eligible to participate in paid UG research activities 

(30-32/year)
• Tutors and Peer Mentors (Up to 10/year)

Student Selection : CSUN
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• Undergraduate research
• Tutoring
• Mentoring (Faculty and Peer Mentoring)

Major activities in AIMS2 grant
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• Be sure to attend all group meetings with 
your faculty mentor – Very Important!!

• For discipline specific questions you can 
connect with a faculty mentor from your 
department/program

• Monitor your progress, study skills, time 
management etc.,

Meetings with faculty mentors
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Marian Giron Electrical Engineering
Elvis Chino-Islas Computer Engineering
Marcel-Carlos Mechanical Engineering
Christian Mariscal Mechanical Engineering
Fernando Landeros Electrical Engineering
Froilan Campos Computer Science
Garabed Simitian Mechanical Engineering
Josue Vega Computer Science
Eileen Quiroz Computer Science
Alexis Siguenza Computer Science
Fernando Vargas Computer Science
Diego Barreto Mechanical Engineering
Tiffany-Haghighi Mechanical Engineering
Jake Lyon Computer Science
Meyer Millman Computer Engineering
Aaron Palacios-RomeMechanical Engineering
Jessica Opinion Civil Engineering
Luis Landeros Electrical Engineering

Returning Peer Mentors
Alan Cruz Mechanical Engineering
Alexis Sierra Civil Engineering
Christian Mendoza Electrical Engineering
Cristobal Barajas Mechanical Engineering

2019-20 Peer Mentors

Returning Alumni Mentors
Alejandro Campos
Anthony Ortiz
Delbert Stewart
Edith Elyasi
Felix Villa
Melissa Flores
Noe Gonzalez
Pablo Casas
Scott Judge
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		Name of student		First Name		Major		ID		Cohort		Email address		Faculty Advisor		Remarks		Status

		Marian Giron		Marian		Electrical Engineering		109855705		T-3		marian.giron.863@my.csun.edu		Ali Amini		OK per Ali - 06/28		Accepted 07/15

		Elvis Chino-Islas		Elvis		Computer Engineering		200176632		F-3		elvis.chinoislas.271@my.csun.edu		Ali Amini		OK per Ali - 06/28		Accepted 07/22

		Marcel-Carlos		Marcel		Mechanical Engineering		105920670		T-2		marcelorodel.carlos.371@my.csun.edu		Aram Khachatourians		OK per Aram - 06/30		Accepted 07/12

		Christian Mariscal		Christian		Mechanical Engineering		108560216		F-1		christian.mariscal.818@my.csun.edu		Bingbing Li		OK per Bingbing - 07/05		Accepted 07/07

		Fernando Landeros		Fernando		Electrical Engineering		200257232		F-3		fernando.landeros.231@my.csun.edu		Bruno Osorno		OK per Bruno-06/28		Accepted 07/07

		Froilan Campos		Froilan		Computer Science		104424786		T-1		froilan.campos.926@my.csun.edu		Bruno Osorno		OK per Bruno-06/28		Accepted 07/10

		Garabed Simitian		Garabed		Mechanical Engineering		200213006		F-3		garabed.simitian.893@my.csun.edu		Jimmy Gandhi		OK per Jimmy- 06/27		Accepted 07/12

		Josue Vega		Josue		Computer Science		106558684		T-3		josue.vega.401@my.csun.edu 		Jimmy Gandhi		OK per Jimmy- 06/27		Accepted 07/11

		Eileen Quiroz		Eileen		Computer Science		109385989		F-2		eileen.quiroz.756@my.csun.edu		Jimmy Gandhi		OK per Jimmy - 07/08		Accepted 07/08

		Alexis Siguenza		Alexis		Computer Science		109588165		T-3		alexis.siguenza.540@my.csun.edu		Kyle Dewey		OK per Kyle - 07/05		Accepted 07/21

		Fernando Vargas		Fernando		Computer Science		200163905		F-3		fernando.vargas.56@my.csun.edu		Kyle Dewey		OK per Kyle - 07/05		Accepted 07/07

		Diego Barreto		Diego		Mechanical Engineering		106255004		T-3		diego.barreto.604@my.csun.edu		Kyle Dewey		OK per Kyle - 07/05		Accepted 07/17

		Tiffany-Haghighi		Tiffany		Mechanical Engineering		200186122		F-3		tiffanyziba.haghighi.200@my.csun.edu		Ruting Jia		OK per Ruting - 07/05		Accepted 07/22

		Jake Lyon		Jake		Computer Science		200155845		T-3		jake.lyon.375@my.csun.edu		Ruting Jia		OK per Ruting - 07/05		Accepted 07/16

		Meyer Millman		Meyer		Computer Engineering		200260222		F-3		meyer.millman.40@my.csun.edu		Ruting Jia		OK per Ruting - 07/05		Accepted 07/08

		Aaron Palacios-Romero		Aaron		Mechanical Engineering		103023230		T-3		aaron.palaciosromero.91@my.csun.edu		Kay Hao		Recommended by Kay 07/01		Accepted 07/16

		Jessica Opinion		Jessica		Civil Engineering		103249729		T-1		jessicalauren.opinion.413@my.csun.edu		Kay Hao		Recommended by Kay 07/01		Accepted 07/19

		Luis Landeros		Luis		Electrical Engineering		108507111		F-1		luis.landeros.149@my.csun.edu		John Valdovinos		already invited		Accepted per Cindy

		Returning Peer Mentors

		Alan Cruz		Alan		Mechanical Engineering		109434765		F-2		alan.cruz.758@my.csun.edu 		John Valdovinos				Accepted 07/08

		Alexis Sierra		Alexis		Civil Engineering		109264062		F-2		alexis.sierra.287@my.csun.edu		Anwar Alroomi				Accepted 07/07

		Christian Mendoza		Christian		Electrical Engineering		109184034		T-2		cristian.mendoza.80@my.csun.edu		Ali Amini				Accepted 07/07

		Cristobal Barajas		Cristobal		Mechanical Engineering		109835269		T-3		cristobal.barajas.19@my.csun.edu		Behzad Bavarian				Accepted 07/15

		Unresponsive or not selected

		Kathleen Molina		Kathleen		Civil Engineering		200484979		F-3		kathleen.molina.405@my.csun.edu		Aram Khachatourians		OK per Aram - 06/30		No response

		Gerardo Reyes		Gerardo		Civil Engineering		200192882		F-3		gerardo.reyes.337@my.csun.edu		Jimmy Gandhi		OK per Jimmy- 06/27		No response

		Peter Messiha				Computer Engineering								Kay Hao		Not recommended

		Anthony Vasquez				Computer Science								Bingbing Li		Not recommended
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Student-Faculty Interaction 

•Resume Workshops
•Tech Fest preparation
•Research Presentations 
•Attending conferences
•Annual AIMS2 Research 
Symposium

•Student mentors
•Student tutors
•Weekly/biweekly meetings
•Meetings via appointments
•Advising
•Maintain minimum 
requirements for scholarship 



Fall 2019 Study Skills Workshops

• Mandatory for Cohort 4 students (new cohort)
• Duration of workshop is 8 hours spread over two 

days 
– (i.e, Friday 3 PM - 7 PM/Saturday 9 AM – 2 PM)

• Dates : October 18/19

• Format – Common session on Friday for all 
Cohort 4 students

• Saturday – Breakouts for Transfer and Freshmen 
Students

08/30/19 22



Summer 2018 Workshop Images
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• Welcome and Introductions
• Project Faculty and Staff
• Cohort 4 students

• Overview of Program – Dr. Ramesh, Project Director
• Activities

• Research Projects for Cohort Students
• Cohort Meetings w/faculty mentors
• Tutoring/Peer Mentoring

• View AIMS2 Video for 2019 Examples of Excelencia Finalist
• Panel Discussion with Peer Mentors
• EMS Survey
• Open Forum

AGENDA
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•Examples of Excelencia is 
the only national initiative 
to recognize evidence-
based programs advancing 
Latino students in higher 
education.
•This year, Excelencia in 
Education received over 
166 nominations from 32 
states, DC and Puerto Rico 
for the 2019 Examples of 
Excelencia. From these 
nominations, 16 were 
selected as finalists for their 
efforts in serving Latino 
students

In October, four finalists will be 
selected as the 2019 Examples of 
Excelencia - one in each of the 
following categories: associate, 
baccalaureate, graduate and 
community-based organization.



Attract, Inspire, Mentor, and Support Students - The AIMS2 Program
California State University, Northridge (CA)
Career/Workforce; Undergraduate Research
College Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP)
Washington State University (WA)
First Year Support; Learning Community
Pathways to Academic Success & Opportunities (PASO)
California State University, San Marcos (CA)
First Year Support; Institutional Change
Project MALES (Mentoring to Achieve Latino Educational Success)
University of Texas at Austin (TX)
Mentoring
Promesa Scholars
Ferris State University (MI)
First Year Support; Learning Community

2019 Finalists in the Baccalaureate Category

08/30/19 AIMS2 Orientation Meeting - Aug 2019 26

https://www.edexcelencia.org/programs-initiatives/growing-what-works-database/attract-inspire-mentor-and-support-students-aims2
https://www.edexcelencia.org/programs-initiatives/growing-what-works-database/college-assistance-migrant-program-camp-washington
https://www.edexcelencia.org/programs-initiatives/growing-what-works-database/pathways-academic-success-opportunities
https://www.edexcelencia.org/programs-initiatives/growing-what-works-database/project-males-mentoring-achieve-latino-educational
https://www.edexcelencia.org/programs-initiatives/growing-what-works-database/promesa-scholars


2019 Finalist for Examples of 
Excelencia
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WrhC1p-
RCEc&feature=youtu.be

https://www.edexcelencia.org/2019-examples-excelencia-finalists
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WrhC1p-RCEc&feature=youtu.be
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CSUN 
Engineering Majors Survey

AIMS2 New Cohort Orientation
College of Engineering and Computer Science

California State University, Northrdge

08/30/19 AIMS2 Orientation Meeting - Aug 
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YOUR Feedback 
Matters!

CSUN’s Engineering Majors 
Survey (EMS) helps us to 
understand the impact of the 
AIMS2 program by exploring 
students entrepreneurial and 
innovative interests.

The 15-minute survey asks for 
you to share your interests and 
experience—and is NOT about 
what you know or do now know 
technically as an engineering or 
computer science student! •<div>Icons made by <a href="https://www.flaticon.com/authors/pixelmeetup" title="Pixelmeetup">Pixelmeetup</a> from <a 

href="https://www.flaticon.com/"  title="Flaticon">www.flaticon.com</a> is licensed by <a 
href="http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/"  title="Creative Commons BY 3.0" target="_blank">CC 3.0 BY</a></div>
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EMS Survey Completed 
Twice as an AIMS2 

Student

Complete at program 
entry (new cohort, first 
semester in program)

Administered every other 
spring term (next and final 
administration: Spring 
2021)

•<div>Icons made by <a href="https://www.flaticon.com/authors/twitter" title="Twitter">Twitter</a> from <a 
href="https://www.flaticon.com/"  title="Flaticon">www.flaticon.com</a> is licensed by <a 
href=http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/ title="Creative Commons BY 3.0" target="_blank">CC 3.0 BY</a></div>
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http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Steps to Complete the EMS 
Survey

1. Review email pre-invitation (to be sent early fall term)
2. Review email invitation (to be sent early fall term) with 

survey link
3. Access survey via link on desktop, laptop, or mobile 

device
4. Complete items and submit the 15-minute survey
5. Claim your $5 Matamoney gift card (details at the end of 

the presentation and the end of the EMS survey)

08/30/19 AIMS2 Orientation Meeting - Aug 2019 32



Pre-Invitation 
Email Message
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Invitation 
Email 

Message
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EMS Survey: Welcome 
Page

Desktop web browser view

Optimized for 
mobile!

08/30/19 AIMS2 Orientation Meeting - Aug 
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EMS Survey: Participant Information 
Form 

Your rights as a research 
participant!

Click-through IF YOU ARE 18 
YEARS OR OLDER (not eligible 
if under 18 years)

08/30/19 AIMS2 Orientation Meeting - Aug 
2019 36



EMS Survey 
Items

08/30/19 AIMS2 Orientation Meeting - Aug 
2019 37



Research Compensation: $5 
Matamoney Card

• As a thank you for your participation in the 
EMS survey, we would like to offer you a 
$5.00 Matamoney gift card. 

• After completing the survey, you may pick 
up your Matamoney gift card from Josefina 
Gudino (josefina.gudino@csun.edu) in 
Jacaranda Hall (JD) 4448 in the College of 
Engineering and Computer Science.08/30/19 AIMS2 Orientation Meeting - Aug 2019 38



Questions about the EMS?

• If you have any comments, concerns, or questions 
regarding the conduct of this research

– Please contact Nathan Durdella (project evaluator) at 
818-677-3316 or nathan.durdella@csun.edu.

• If you have concerns or complaints about the 
research study, research team, or questions about 
your rights as a research participant

– Please contact Research and Sponsored Projects: phone 
818-677-2901 or email irb@csun.edu.

•<div>Icons made by <a href="https://www.flaticon.com/authors/freepik" 
title="Freepik">Freepik</a> from <a href="https://www.flaticon.com/"             
title="Flaticon">www.flaticon.com</a> is licensed by <a 
href="http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/"   title="Creative Commons BY 3.0" 
target="_blank">CC 3.0 BY</a></div>
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Questions?

08/30/19 AIMS2 Orientation Meeting - Aug 2019 40


	Welcome to AIMS2 2.0(HSI-STEM Grant) �Bridging the Gap: Enhancing AIMS2 for Student Success
	Disclaimer
	AGENDA
	Slide Number 4
	AGENDA
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	AIMS2 Program –  Nationally recognized�Funded by USDE : 2011-2016 ($ 5.5 M), 2016-2021 ($ 6 M)
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Student Selection : CSUN
	AGENDA
	Major activities in AIMS2 grant
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Meetings with faculty mentors
	Slide Number 20
	Student-Faculty Interaction 
	Fall 2019 Study Skills Workshops
	Summer 2018 Workshop Images
	AGENDA
	Slide Number 25
	2019 Finalists in the Baccalaureate Category
	2019 Finalist for Examples of Excelencia
	AGENDA
	CSUN �Engineering Majors Survey
	YOUR Feedback Matters!
	EMS Survey Completed Twice as an AIMS2 Student
	Steps to Complete the EMS Survey
	Pre-Invitation Email Message
	Invitation Email Message
	EMS Survey: Welcome Page
	EMS Survey: Participant Information Form 
	EMS Survey Items
	Research Compensation: $5 Matamoney Card
	Questions about the EMS?
	Questions?

