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Disclaimer
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•Supported by the AIMS2 Program and funded by the 
United States Department of Education FY 2016 Title 
III, Part F, Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSI) STEM 
and Articulation Program five-year grant, Award 
Number P031C160053, CFDA Number 84.031C. 
•However, the contents of this presentation do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the US Department 
of Education, and you should not assume endorsement 
by the Federal Government.

http://www.ecs.csun.edu/aims2


• Welcome and Introductions
• Project Faculty and Staff
• Cohort 5 students

• Overview of Program – Dr. Ramesh, Project Director
• Activities

• Research Projects for Cohort Students
• Cohort Meetings w/faculty mentors
• Tutoring/Peer Mentoring

• Panel Discussion with Peer Mentors
• Open Forum

AGENDA
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Faculty and Staff 
from CSUN and 
partner Colleges

The AIMS2 Project team (2016-21)
Attract, Inspire, Mentor, and Support Students

08/28/20 AIMS2 Orientation Meeting - Aug 2020 5



External Advisory Committee
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Project Website
www.ecs.csun.edu/aims2
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• To be eligible, STEM majors must be an individual who has faced or faces social, 
cultural educational or economic barriers to careers in STEM and be a US Citizen or 
Permanent Resident. Complete an online application.

• Enroll and complete a minimum of 24 units/year and pass all courses with grades 
of C or better.

• Participate in peer mentoring program (Mandatory for students in Cohort 5).
• Attend all scheduled meetings with designated faculty mentor. Selected students 

eligible to participate in paid UG research activities starting spring 2021.
• All students eligible to receive bi-annual textbook awards of $ 500 (at the end of 

fall/spring semesters) upon meeting requirements.
• Tutors and Peer Mentors.
• RA’s and Tutors paid at $ 15/hour. Peer Mentors paid $ 17/hour.

Student Selection : CSUN
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Cohort 5 Recruitment
• Over 410 eligible FTT students invited to complete 

online application. Application open from June 5 –
July 15

• Received 83 applications 
• Selected 37 FTT and invited to submit signed contract
• Assuming all students accept we will have a total of 

150+ students in Cohorts 1-5 beginning fall 2020
AIMS2 Orientation Meeting - Aug 202008/28/20
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•Number of projects – 63
•Number of students – 205
•Number of faculty – 57
•Approximate # of hours of paid 
research – 37,000
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Research and Mentoring Keys to student success



What works for Latinos in Higher Education:
2019 Example of Excelencia in the Baccalaureate degree program category

• Increased persistence and completion 
(3 Year Transfer Graduation rate of 70 % 
for transfers. Cohort Persistence rate of 
86 %)

• Increased completion of gateway 
courses (67 % - 80% across partner 
institutions)

• Increased Latino degree completion in 
CECS (Tripled # of graduates from 57 to 
171 in five years)

• Fostered positive career outlook (100 
% of cohort students felt prepared 
compared to 63 % of other students.
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• Be sure to attend all group meetings with your faculty 
mentor – Very Important!!

• For discipline specific questions you can connect with a 
faculty mentor from your department/program

• Monitor your progress, study skills, time management etc.,

Meetings with faculty mentors
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2020-21 Peer Mentors

New Peer Mentors
Tracy Albers Computer Science
Ashley Kuhnley Electrical Engineering
Kathleen Molina Civil Engineering
Megan Ngo Computer Engineering
Kimberly Ortiz Mechanical Engineering

Returning Peer Mentors
Diego Barreto Mechanical Engineering
Elvis Chino-Islas Computer Engineering
Alan Cruz Mechanical Engineering
Marian Giron Electrical Engineering
Tiffany-Ziba Haghighi Mechanical Engineering
Jake Lyon Computer Science
Christian Mariscal Mechanical Engineering
Meyer Millman Computer Engineering
Aaron Palacios-Romero Mechanical Engineering
Eileen Quiroz Computer Science
Garabed Simitian Mechanical Engineering
Fernando Vargas Computer Science

Returning Alumni Mentors
Melissa Flores
Marcelo Rodel-Carlos
Pablo Casas
Anthony Ortiz
Michael Perez



Questions?
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