Guidelines for Program Area Assessments

For each Student Learning Outcome (SLO) in the Program Area that has been formally assessed during the present calendar year, perform the following activities:
1. Analyze the results of the assessment.
2. Attempt to validate the assessment results (e.g., compare the results of the current assessment with other attempts to assess the same SLO).

3. Formulate recommendations for reassessment of this SLO if appropriate.

4. Prepare recommendations for program improvement based on the assessment results as appropriate.

5. Prepare a report summarizing the results of the assessment activity (see Assessment Report Template).
For each Student Learning Outcome (SLO) in the Program Area which has not been formally assessed within the last three years, perform an informal assessment as follows:

1. Using the relationship between SLOs and specific relevant courses, identify faculty members teaching courses that most directly relate to the SLO being assessed.
2. Gather evidence from these faculty members that would be useful in assessing the SLO (e.g., assignments, projects, exams, portfolios, etc.).

3. As a group, examine the evidence and collect subjective assessment data from the course instructors (e.g., ask the instructors of the relevant courses the extent to which they feel their course objectives which map to the SLO in question were achieved by their students).

4. Based on the evidence and data gathered, informally assess the extent to which the SLO is being achieved.  Rate the level of achievement as High (meaning that the evidence suggests that nearly all students are achieving the SLO at an acceptable level), Medium (meaning that most students are at an acceptable level and nearly all appear to be at least at a marginal level), or Low (meaning that a significant number of students are not at an acceptable level).
5. If the rating is at a Medium or Low level, try to suggest specific formal assessment activities (using independent direct assessment) that could help to understand the nature of the problem.
6. Prepare a report documenting the findings and recommendations of this analysis (see Assessment Report Template).
