COMPUTER SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

COMP 450 QUESTIONNAIRE

SPRING 2006
The purpose of this questionnaire is to find out what you think about the computer science program at Cal State Northridge and what your experiences with the program have been.  Most of you are nearly ready to graduate and should have some perspective on the program and may have some suggestions for improvements.  Thank you for responding to this questionnaire.

Please provide the following information:

Age __________
Gender: M _____ F _____
Country of birth _____________________

Number of years at CSUN __________

Transfer student?  Yes _____ No _____

When do you plan to graduate?
____ This semester    
 ____ One year from now

   

____ Next semester
 ____ More than one year from now

If you are not a Computer Science major please specify your major _____________________ and skip to question 23.

The Computer Science Department has established a set of potential “Learning Outcomes” for students seeking a degree in Computer Science.  The department would like your opinion of the value of each of these goals from your perspective as a student trying to learn computer science.  That is, how important is each in helping you to meet your needs and expectations for an education in computer science.  For each question please circle the letter corresponding to your answer.

For the following please rate each program goal listed using the following scale:

      
A = extremely valuable/relevant

B = valuable/relevant

C = slightly valuable/relevant  

D = not valuable/relevant  

E = don’t know

1. Provide an understanding of algorithms and data structures.

A   B   C   D   E

2. Provide an understanding of programming language concepts.

A   B   C   D   E

3. Provide an understanding of computer organization and architecture.
A   B   C   D   E

4. Provide knowledge of a variety of programming languages.

A   B   C   D   E

5. Provide proficiency in using a high-level computer language.

A   B   C   D   E

6. Provide proficiency in discrete mathematics.



A   B   C   D   E

7. Provide proficiency in using differential and integral calculus.

A   B   C   D   E

8. Provide proficiency in probability and/or statistics.


A   B   C   D   E

9. Provide an awareness of the evolution and dynamic nature of the

foundational core of computer science.




A   B   C   D   E

10. Provide proficiency in collecting, analyzing, and interpreting data.
A   B   C   D   E





11. Increase problem solving ability.





A   B   C   D   E

12. Introduce emerging technologies and provide a working knowledge

of currently available software tools.




A   B   C   D   E

13. Provide an understanding of the principles and practices for software 

design and development.






A   B   C   D   E

14. Enable the principles and practices in the previous two goals 

(questions 14 & 15) to be applied to real problems.


A   B   C   D   E

15. Encourage effective oral communication.



A   B   C   D   E

16. Encourage effective written communication.



A   B   C   D   E

17. Encourage effective teamwork skills.




A   B   C   D   E

18. Provide knowledge of the social impact of computing.


A   B   C   D   E

19. Provide an understanding of the professional and ethical 

considerations of computing.





A   B   C   D   E

20. Provide knowledge and capabilities useful in getting a job.

A   B   C   D   E

21. Provide preparation for those wanting to go to graduate school.
A   B   C   D   E

22. Encourage lifelong learning, particularly acquiring new knowledge

In computing disciplines.






A   B   C   D   E

For the following questions please check the response that best matches your opinion and provide comments as necessary to explain or amplify your answers.


23. How would you rate the general quality of instruction in your computer science classes?


_____ Excellent


_____ Very Good 


_____ Good 


_____ Fair 


_____ Poor 


Comments:

24. What changes would you like to see, if any, in the computer science curriculum?

25. How would you rate the helpfulness and accuracy of the advisement you receive from faculty?

_____ Excellent


_____ Very Good 


_____ Good 


_____ Fair 


_____ Poor 


Comments:

26. How would you rate the timeliness of the advisement you receive from faculty (e.g., the ability to easily schedule a meeting with an advisor)?

_____ Excellent


_____ Very Good 


_____ Good 


_____ Fair 


_____ Poor 


Comments:

27. How would you rate the department’s computer labs in terms of their ability to support the computer science curriculum?  Consider equipment, software and laboratory availability.

_____ Excellent


_____ Very Good 


_____ Good 


_____ Fair 


_____ Poor 


Comments:

28. Please rate the extent to which the computer science program is meeting your needs and expectations?  Please describe any needs or expectations not being met.

_____ Excellent


_____ Very Good 


_____ Good 


_____ Fair 


_____ Poor 


Comments:

29. What programming languages do you consider yourself to be proficient in?

30. What other programming languages do you have some familiarity with?

31. Do you have a job?  

_____ Yes


_____ No

If so, how many hours per week do you work during the semester?

_____ more than 30 hours/week


_____ 20 - 29 hours/week


_____ 10 - 19 hours/week


_____ less than 10 hours/week

32. Are you currently looking for a full time job in the computer industry?  

_____ Yes


_____ No

If so, how are you going about the search (check all that apply)?


_____ Online searching


_____ Responding to newspaper ads


_____ Using internships/Honor’s Co-op


_____ Using the University Career Center


_____ Going to Job Fairs


_____ Sending resumes to companies


_____ Checking College/Department bulletin board


_____ Networking

 
_____ Other (specify) _________________________________

33. Do you plan on getting an M.S. degree?


_____ Yes


_____ No


_____ Maybe/Don't Know


A Ph.D. degree?


_____ Yes


_____ No


_____ Maybe/Don't Know

Please provide any other comments or suggestions you have for the department.  Use the back of this page if necessary.

