
Course Syllabus 

Instructor Professor Gloria Melara 

Semester Spring 2007 
Instructor Dr. Gloria Melara 
Email gem@csun.edu 
Office JD 1431 

677-2110 (Voice Mail) 
Office Hours: Tuesday, and Thursday 2::00- 3:30, Wednesday 11:00-12:00 or by appointment.  

Prerequisites:  Comp122, Comp182 

Course Description 

Historical background with in the frame of the major programming paradigms: imperative, functional, object-oriented, and 
logic, as well as basic knowledge of translation and run time, design, implementation, and use of programming languages. 
Course topics include data types, first-class functions, variable binding and scoping, parameter passing, and support for 
object-orientation. If time permits, we may cover: garbage collection, typing, logic programming, exception handling, 
security and concurrency.  

Methodology: Professor’s lectures, demonstrations, and student’s activities such as homework, research paper and 
presentation. The general concepts of Programming Languages and paradigms will be discussed on lectures and 
demonstration. 

Textbook Concepts of Programming Languages, Seventh Edition, Addison Wesley 2005, ISBN 0-321-19362-8 by Sebesta, 
Robert W. Students’ resources at “http://wps.aw.com/aw_sebesta_concepts_7” 

Grading and Evaluation 
 

The course grade will be determined and weighted as 
follows:  

Quiz 25% (3-5) 
Examinations 35% (2) 

Project/Presentation 15/10% 
Attendance & 
participation 15%  

  

+/- upper/lower frequency breaks 

A 90% or above  
B 80% to 89%  
C 70% to 79%  
D 60% to 69%  
F Below 60%  

 

Examinations and Quizzes 

There will be several quizzes. There is no make up for quizzes. However, the spreadsheet drops the lowest score of your quiz. 
The Quiz material will be drawn from textbook. Examination: The material will be drawn from lecture, discussion, textbook 
and assignments. Midterm (15%) and Final (20%)  
 



Attendance  
 
Attendance and participation on the presentations are required to earn up to 5 pts. As with other areas of CS, you learn the 
most by implementing rather than just reading or hearing about the subject. Assigned homework will be given as short 
programs and exercises from the textbook. 
 

Late Policy Assignments/ project 

The late policy will be 10% per day(no per class). For example, if you turn an assignment in 2 days late I'll grade it as usual 
and multiply the result by 0.80.  

Project /Presentation 

Project consists on the analysis of features of a language of your selection but it has to be approved, short programs are a 
requirement to illustrate your points. A list of topic will be given to you. However, you can propose your own project. Make 
sure you check the rubric for evaluation 

Department Policies Concerning Course Administration 

Honesty (or lack thereof): 

Examinations, homework, and quizzes must be individual work of the student who submits it. It is dishonest to submit as 
your own work anything that is copied, reproduced electronically (such as disk file copying) or in any other way not done 
completely by yourself. Incidents of dishonesty will be handled according to the University procedures governing cheating 
and plagiarism. The following penalties will be assessed:  

• An "F" in the course for dishonesty in any assignment, examination or paper. 
•  Any students who are involved in group action which makes possible cheating or plagiarism shall be subject to the 

same penalties as if they themselves had cheated or plagiarized. 

Please be advised on University Student code of conduct at http://www.csun.edu/ece/code_of_conduct.htm 

The grade of "W" (Withdrawals): 

Students who feel that they cannot complete a course and receive a grade that reflects their knowledge of the material may 
withdraw from that course before the published withdrawal deadline. The student must obtain a drop slip, process it properly, 
and submit it to the appropriate office. Upon successfully dropping a course the student will receive the grade of W. Do not 
stop attending a class without formally dropping it; this will result in the grade of F.  

The grade of "I" (Incomplete): 

The grade of "I" is given only when a student is unable to complete a small but important part of the course because of illness 
or other conditions beyond the control of the student. Negligence, indifference, or a failing grade are never acceptable 
reasons for giving an "I".  

In order to apply for a grade of "I", the student must present to the course instructor a signed statement including the reason 
for the incomplete, a detailed description of the work that is to be completed, and a deadline for completion, which must not 
exceed the date specified in the Academic Calendar, and the appropriate signed form by student and instructor.  
  


